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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 


The  following  Report  was  presented  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1919. 


To  the  Ch  airman  and  Members  of  the  Hornsea 

Council. 


I'r ha ii  District 


Gentlemen, 


It  is  now  necessary  for  me  to  depart  from  my  custom  of  sub- 
mitting my  Annual  Report  to  you  on  the  1st  Monday  in  February. 
The  reason  for  this  is  that  all  Vital  Statistics  are  now  collected 
and  tabulated  in  the  Registrar-General’s  Office,  the  figures  being 
taken  from  the  weekly  returns  sent  from  each  district. 

Although  1919  was  not  a particularly  healthy  year,  it 
compares  very  favourably  with  1918,  which  you  will  remember 
had  two  epidemics  of  Influenza  and  a very  heavy  death-roll. 

The  Hornsea  V.A.I).  Hospital  was  closed  on  28th  February, 
and  the  building  reverted  to  its  original  use,  viz.  as  a Conval- 
escent  Home  for  children  from  the  Victoria  Hospital,  Hull. 
There  is  one  Hornsea  Cot,  which  can  be  occupied  by  a Hornsea 
child  if  required.  This  cot  was  used  for  2 months  last  summer. 

The  Committee  of  the  above  Home  have  given  me  permission 
to  admit  an  adult  should  the  case  be  one  of  great  urgency,  and  1 
availed  myself  of  this  privilege  once  during  the  year. 

In  my  next  Annual  Report  l hope  to  tell  you  that  a Cot- 
tage Hospital  of  10  beds  will  shortly  be  opened  for  Hornsea  and 
district. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  purchase 
of  the  Hall  Garth.  This  piece  of  laud  has  an  area  of  24  acres. 
It  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  the  town.  Its  old  trees  and  undul- 
ating surface  make  it  an  ideal  public  park  without  any  artificial 
aid.  Such  an  addition  to  our  town  must  enhance  our  popularity 
as  a seaside  resort,  and  be  beneficial  to  the  public  health. 

The  defence  of  the  fore-shore  has  now  withstood  the  storms 
and  tides  of  12  years  without  any  appreciable  damage.  It  should 
net  be  forgotten  that  although  this  work  cost  about  £11,000,  no 
additional  rate  was  levied  to  pay  for  it.  Had  your  Council  not 
acted  promptly  Hornsea  would  have  lost  its  most  valuable  asset, 
viz.,  its  sea  front. 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
HORNSEA  RAINFALL. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Lord  for  the  following  particulars 
of  the  rainfall.  This  is  slightly  below  the  average  . for  the  East 


Riding  during  1918. 

O O 

Ins. 

January  2.57 

February  1.30 

March  2.83 

April  1.67 

May  0.55 

June  1.13 

July  1.78 

August  2.72 

September  1.36 

October  3.68 

November  2.67 

December  3.26 


Total  for  year  , 25i.52 


Area  in  acres  (land  or  inland  water)  2,918 

Population  in  1911  3,024 

Registrar-General’s  estimation  of  the  population  for  1919:  — 

For  Birth-Rate  3,476 

For  Death-Rate  3,337 


Average  number  of  persons  per  inhabited  building  4 


BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

I am  glad  to  inform  you  that  there  have  been  63  births, 
as  against  42  deaths.  This  gives  a Brith-rate  of  18.13  per  1,000, 
and  a Death-rate  of  12.58  per  1,000.. 

I should  like  to  especially  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  Hornsea  in  1918,  with  a Death-rate  of  12.60,  was  the  lowest  in 
the  whole  of  the  East  Riding,  i.e.,  of  23  Urban  and  Rural  Dis- 
tricts, comprising  some  hundreds  of  parishes.  As  our  figures  for 
1919  are  two  decimal  points  better  than  in  1918,  I am  hopeful 
that  we  shall  still  hold  our  enviable  position, 
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In  191b  we  had  '19  births,  as  against  (53  lor  the  past  year. 
Our  average  Birth-rate  for  10  years,  1901-10,  was  20.3  per  1,000, 
so  that  our  present  rate,  18. 1 H , although  a vast  improvement  on 
13.11  in  1918,  is  still  below  our  former  record. 

The  Birth-rate  of  the  County  for  1918  was  17.4  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 

Our  63  births  comprise  33  males  and  30  females,  5 children 
being  illegitimate.  This  gives  an  average  of  1 illegitimate  birth 
in  12.6  births.  The  average  for  the  whole  of  the  East  Riding 
in  1918  was  1 in  10. 

In  reviewing  our  42  deaths,  the  only  points  which  appear 
to  require  comment  are  that  4 persons  died  of  malignant  disease, 
2 from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  7 children  under  1 year  of 
age. 

Some  years  ago  we  petitioned  the  Local  Government  Board 
th  at  Cancer  should  be  made  a notifiable  disease.  Our  request 
was  refused,  but  still,  believing  this  disease  to  be  infectious,  I 
have  done  my  best  to  see  that  every  room  which  has  been  occupied 
by  a cancerous  person  should  be  stoved  and  disinfected. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

WATER. 

Our  water  is  derived  from  .a  deep  well  in  the  chalk,  sup- 
plemented by  a more  superficial  bore.  The  fact  that  for  some  5 
years  we  supplied  some  4,000  troops,  as  well  as  our  own  popula- 
tion, with  an  adequate  quantity  of  water,  is  a convincing  fact 
that  tlie  quantity  is  abundant.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
qualify,  but  1 will  now  renew  the  periodical  Bacteriological 
Examinations,  which  had  to  be  suspended  during  the  war.  10 
rough  tests  have  been  made  during  the  vear. 

RECORD  OF  PUMPING  AND  CONSUMPTION  FROM  1st 
JANUARY  TO  3 let  DECEMBER,  1919. 

Gallons. 

Total  quantify  consumed  34,113,300 

Maximum  quantity  consumed  in  one  day,  viz., 

duly  12th  126,173 

Minimum  quantity  consumed  in  one  day,  viz., 

February  3rd  71,173 

Average  daily  pumping  93,461 


The  drains  are  regularly  flushed  and  traps  inspected. 
The  scavenging  is  satisfactory, 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  DISTRICT. 

940  Dwelling-houses  have  been  inspected  for  the  purposes 
of  Sect.  17  of  the  Act  of  1909.  One  house  was  found  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  closing  order  made.  1 house  was  volun- 
tarily  closed  by  owner.  Minor  defects,  such  as  floors  and  privies 
were  remedied  in  84  houses  without  the  making  of  closing  orders. 

44  defective  privies  and  ash-pits  have  been  inspected  and 
the  defects  remedied. 

8 cases  of  nuisances  from  animals  have  been  reported  and 
remedied  without  legal  pressure. 

FOOD. 

The  milk  supply  is  good  and  abundant.  It  is  derived  from 
farms  in  and  around  Hornsea. 

There  are  7 Dairies  registered  under  the  Act  on  1st  Nov- 
ember, 1888.  These  7 Dairies  and  their  90  cows  have  been 
inspected  34  times  during  the  year.  Defects  found  in  2 and 
remedied. 

There  are  4 licensed  Slaughter-houses  in  Hornsea,  which 
have  received  22  visits.  3 defects  remedied. 

The  only  food  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
was  701bs.  of  fish. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  have  only  been  16  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified 
during  1919.  This  is  a good  record,  especially  so,  when  we  re- 
member that  Hornsea  is  a health  resort  and  virtually  a suburb 
of  Hull,  and  as  such  is  exposed  to  imported  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever,  5;  Pneumonia,  3;  Erysipelas,  1;  Chicken- 
pox,  1 ; Diphtheria,  1 ; Tuberculosis,  5.  1 case  was  of  Scarlet 

Fever  was  sent  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Driffield. 

Our  monetary  contribution  to  this  Hosjhtal  is  a large  one, 
yet  it  is  invaluable  to  be  able  to  dispose  of  patients  whose  home 
surroundings  are  not  suitable. 

The  County  Council  has  made  provision  for  the  treatment 
of  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases.  I have  the  able  assistance 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer  in  dealing  with  all  difficult  cases. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  ladies  of  the  Hornsea  Nursing  Association  have  ren- 
dered a very  valuable  public  service  in  visiting  and  advising 
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expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  Not  only  have  the  ladies  done 
this  personally ; but  they  have  detailed  their  two  Nurses  to  make 
regular  and  systematic  visits  to  the  whole  district.  Nurse  George, 
Hospital-trained  Nurse,  takes  the  surgical  and  medical,  and  Nurse 
Motson,  the  maternity  cases.  An  annual  grant  of  £25 

is  made  to  this  Association  from  the  rates,  which  gives  your 
Council  the  privilege  of  nominating  two  members  of  the  Committee. 

HOUSING. 

The  number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  Hornsea  is  940.  The 
demand  for  more  houses  is  practically  unlimited,  but  taking 
cottages  alone,  it  would  take  40  to  50  to  meet  our  immediate  re- 
quirements. This  estimate  is  presuming  that  such  cottages  are 
only  let  to  bona-fide  residents. 

Of  the  42  cottages  which  your  Council  contemplate  building 
as  an  instalment  of  the  80  required,  6 are  actually  in  course  of 
erection,  whilst  plans  are  being  submitted  and  tenders  obtained 
for  the  building  of  the  remainder. 

These  houses  will  contain  a large  sitting  roonq  scullery, 
bath  room,  and  3 or  4 bedrooms. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  D.  JOHNS,  M.D.,  M.O.H. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  DISTRICT. 

Dwelling-houses  inspected  9-10 

Dwelling-houses  notices  served  86 

New  Houses  built  1 

Have  Building  Bye-La  ws  been  adopted'?  Yes. 

Date  ot  Confirmation  “23rd  February,  1903. 

Dwelling-houses  disinfected  after  eases  of  ordinary  Infectious 

Disease  19 

Schools  disinfected  after  cases  of  ordinary  Infectious  Diseases  ...  Nil. 

Dwelling-houses  found  overcrowded  21 

Dwelling-houses  yards  paved  11 

Nunibci  of  defective  privies  and  ashpits  inspected  44 

Number  of  defective  privies  and  ashpits  remedied  44 

Privies  converted  to  W.C.'s  4 

Privies  converted  to  Pail  Closets  4 

New  ashpits  made  Nolle. 

Ashpits  covered  None. 

New  W.C.'s  6 

Number  ot  house  drains  inspected  12 

,,  „ ..  ,.  remedied  12 

,,  ,,  drains  trapped  or  disconnected  6 

,,  ,,  drains  relaid  “2 

,,  ,,  .,  better  ventilated  2 

,,  ,,  new  drains  laid  1 

.,  .,  Cesspools  inspected  None. 

Nuisances  fiom  animalsfcund  8 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated  8 

Offensive  Trades  inspected  None. 

Water  Supplies — 

Houses  newly  supplied  from  water  mains  3 

New  welb;  made  None. 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  examination  LO 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds — 

Have  Regulations  been  adopted  '?  Yes. 

Date  of  adoption  1st  November,  1888. 

Number  of  Dailies  and  Cowsheds  on  register  7 

Number  of  Cows  90 

\ i -il s to  Cowsheds  34 

Visits  to  Dairies  34 

Defects  found  2 

Defects  remedied  2 


Slaughter  Houses — 'y 

Number  ou  Register  4 

A’ i sits  to  2 2 

Number  of  defects  found  3 

Number  of  defects  remedied  3 


Unwholesome  Food  condemned— 

ish  701bs. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

Number  ol  I fuelling- houses  inspected  under  and  for  the  pur- 
poses of  Sect ‘on  17  of  the  Act  of  15)09  (Quarterly)  940 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  1 

Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with 

a view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  1 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  1 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  the  defects  were  remedied 

without  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  82 

Number  of  Houses  voluntarily  closed  by  owners  1 

General  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist: — Chiefly  defective 
Yards  and  Privies. 

Please  gi\e,  where  possible,  the  rent  of  the  cottages  reported  as  unfit 
for  habitation  from  C‘4  to  ;£1G  per  year. 


Deficiency  of  Accommodation  in  the  Rural  District 

Number  of  Cottages  needed  50 

The  nature  of  Accommodation  required  in  the  Cottages: — Large 
Silling  Room,  Scullery,  Rath,  and  3 or  4 Bedrooms 


Green  4 Son,  Printers,  Beverley. 


